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Text	  from	  end	  of	  Column	  2	  

•  The	  officials,	  nobles,	  and	  people	  of	  Ekron,	  who	  
had	  thrown	  Padi	  their	  king—bound	  by	  oath	  and	  
curse	  of	  Assyria—	  into	  fe=ers	  of	  iron	  and	  had	  
given	  him	  over	  to	  Hezekiah,	  the	  Judahite—he	  
kept	  him	  in	  confinement	  like	  an	  enemy—	  their	  
heart	  became	  afraid,	  and	  they	  called	  upon	  the	  
EgypDan	  kings,	  the	  bowmen,	  chariots	  and	  
horses	  of	  the	  king	  of	  Meluhha	  [Ethiopia],	  a	  
countless	  host,	  and	  these	  came	  to	  their	  aid.	  In	  
the	  neighborhood	  of	  Eltekeh,	  their	  ranks	  being	  
drawn	  up	  before	  me,	  	  



Beginning	  of	  Column	  3	  

•  they	  offered	  ba=le.	  With	  the	  aid	  of	  AÅ¡Å¡ur,	  my	  lord,	  I	  
fought	  with	  them	  and	  brought	  about	  their	  defeat.	  The	  
EgypDan	  charioteers	  and	  princes,	  together	  with	  the	  
Ethiopian	  king's	  charioteers,	  my	  hands	  captured	  alive	  in	  
the	  midst	  of	  the	  ba=le.	  Eltekeh	  and	  Timnah	  I	  besieged,	  I	  
captured,	  and	  I	  took	  away	  their	  spoil.	  I	  approached	  Ekron	  
and	  slew	  the	  governors	  and	  nobles	  who	  had	  rebelled,	  and	  
hung	  their	  bodies	  on	  stakes	  around	  the	  city.	  The	  
inhabitants	  who	  rebelled	  and	  treated	  (Assyria)	  lightly	  I	  
counted	  as	  spoil.	  The	  rest	  of	  them,	  who	  were	  not	  guilty	  of	  
rebellion	  and	  contempt,	  for	  whom	  there	  was	  no	  
punishment,	  I	  declared	  their	  pardon.	  Padi,	  their	  king,	  I	  
brought	  out	  to	  Jerusalem,	  set	  him	  on	  the	  royal	  throne	  
over	  them,	  and	  imposed	  upon	  him	  my	  royal	  tribute. 	  	  



From	  Column	  3	  	  
•  As	  for	  Hezekiah	  the	  Judahite,	  who	  did	  not	  submit	  to	  my	  yoke:	  forty-‐six	  of	  his	  

strong,	  walled	  ciDes,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  small	  towns	  in	  their	  area,	  which	  were	  without	  
number,	  by	  levelling	  with	  ba=ering-‐rams	  and	  by	  bringing	  up	  seige-‐engines,	  and	  
by	  a=acking	  and	  storming	  on	  foot,	  by	  mines,	  tunnels,	  and	  breeches,	  I	  besieged	  
and	  took	  them.	  200,150	  people,	  great	  and	  small,	  male	  and	  female,	  horses,	  mules,	  
asses,	  camels,	  ca=le	  and	  sheep	  without	  number,	  I	  brought	  away	  from	  them	  and	  
counted	  as	  spoil.	  (Hezekiah)	  himself,	  like	  a	  caged	  bird	  I	  shut	  up	  in	  Jerusalem,	  his	  
royal	  city.	  I	  threw	  up	  earthworks	  against	  him—	  the	  one	  coming	  out	  of	  the	  city-‐
gate,	  I	  turned	  back	  to	  his	  misery.	  His	  ciDes,	  which	  I	  had	  despoiled,	  I	  cut	  off	  from	  
his	  land,	  and	  to	  MiDnD,	  king	  of	  Ashdod,	  Padi,	  king	  of	  Ekron,	  and	  Silli-‐bêl,	  king	  of	  
Gaza,	  I	  gave	  (them).	  And	  thus	  I	  diminished	  his	  land.	  I	  added	  to	  the	  former	  tribute,	  
and	  I	  laid	  upon	  him	  the	  surrender	  of	  their	  land	  and	  imposts—gi[s	  for	  my	  
majesty.	  As	  for	  Hezekiah,	  the	  terrifying	  splendor	  of	  my	  majesty	  overcame	  him,	  
and	  the	  Arabs	  and	  his	  mercenary	  troops	  which	  he	  had	  brought	  in	  to	  strengthen	  
Jerusalem,	  his	  royal	  city,	  deserted	  him.	  In	  addiDon	  to	  the	  thirty	  talents	  of	  gold	  
and	  eight	  hundred	  talents	  of	  silver,	  gems,	  anDmony,	  jewels,	  large	  carnelians,	  
ivory-‐inlaid	  couches,	  ivory-‐inlaid	  chairs,	  elephant	  hides,	  elephant	  tusks,	  ebony,	  
boxwood,	  all	  kinds	  of	  valuable	  treasures,	  as	  well	  as	  his	  daughters,	  his	  harem,	  his	  
male	  and	  female	  musicians,	  which	  he	  had	  brought	  a[er	  me	  to	  Nineveh,	  my	  royal	  
city.	  To	  pay	  tribute	  and	  to	  accept	  servitude,	  he	  dispatched	  his	  messengers. 	  	  
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